Migrant workers and Working Tax Credit
Who is a migrant worker
A migrant worker is someone who has come from abroad
to work in the UK. Migrant workers often work in hotels or
restaurants, food processing, fruit picking and shellfish
gathering.

What is Working Tax Credit
Working Tax Credit (WTC) is a payment for people who
are working and on a low income. It is paid by HM
Revenue and Customs. You can claim WTC by phoning
the tax credit helpline on 0345 300 3900. If your claim is
accepted, HMRC will make the payments directly into your
bank or building society account, or into a post office
account.

Who can get Working Tax Credit
If you're a UK national, you can get WTC as long as you
live in the UK and you meet certain conditions. To meet
these conditions you must:
 be aged 16 or over
 earn below a certain amount
 work at least 30 hours a week.
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In some circumstances, you may be able to claim WTC
even if you only work 16 hours a week. These are if
you're:
 caring for children, or
 disabled, or
 over 60.
You don't have to have children to qualify for WTC but if
you do have children, you may be able to get extra money
to help with childcare costs. Also, you may be able to get
Child Tax Credit as well as WTC or instead.
You can't get WTC if you're under 25, unless you're
disabled or have children. This is regardless of how many
hours you work a week.
Also, if you're in a couple and have children, you'll have to
work at least 24 hours a week between the two of you,
with one of your working at least 16 hours a week.
If you have a partner, you must usually make a joint claim.
HMRC will take your partner's income will into account
when they work out whether or not you are entitled to any
WTC.

Extract of factsheet available at
http://www.adviceguide.org.uk/england/work_e/work_factsheets.htm
Copyright © 2002-2012 Citizens Advice. All rights reserved Registered charity
no: 279057 Company no: 1436945 England

